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2   Jacob’s LadderKey Themes
• God is faithful to His promises.

• God reconciles sinners to Himself through the gospel of Christ.

Key Passages
• Genesis 25:19–28, 28:10–22; John 1:49–51

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Connect the meaning of the ladder seen by Jacob to the role of 
Jesus.

• Provide examples of God’s faithfulness and independence.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In
Write on the board, “What is the connection between Jesus and Jacob?”
Students will use bookmarks to mark Genesis 25:19 and 28:12 in their Bibles.

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word page 4

While the twins were still in the womb, God revealed that Jacob, not Esau, was to be the son 
through whom God would fulfi ll His promises. In spite of deceit within the family, God dem-
onstrated that He will not allow man’s sin to prevail against His purposes. God confi rmed His 
promise to Jacob in a dream of a ladder connecting heaven and earth. In the same way, Jesus is the 
ladder that allows us access to God in spite of the sin that separates us from Him.

  Study the Prepare to Share section.   Go Before the Th rone.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity: A Quick Overview page 6

You will lead students through a quick overview of the events from the death of Abraham to the 
birth of Jacob and Esau to Isaac and Rebekah to the division between the twins and their ultimate 
reunion.

  Student Guides   Pencils
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share 
SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND

In order to prepare your heart and mind for this 
lesson, read Genesis 25:21–34; Genesis 27–33; John 
1:49–51. 

When mankind in Adam rebelled against God 
and became subject to the curse of death, decay, and 
separation from God, it was very clear that we needed 
help—a deliverer. God had barely pronounced judg-
ment when He proclaimed His promise of a rescuer. 
One day there would be one born from woman who 
would crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15). Later, 
God promised that through Abraham’s offspring all 
nations would be blessed (Genesis 22:17–18). The 
promise passed to his son Isaac (Genesis 17:21), and 
then God revealed that Isaac’s son Jacob would be 
the one through whom this blessing would come 
(Genesis 28:13–14).

The evidence that God would do all He promised 
has not always been obvious to man. Jacob must have 
felt doubt and fear when Isaac sent him away from his 
homeland (Genesis 28:5). But it was on that journey 
that God chose to reveal Himself to Jacob and con-
firm the covenant with him (Genesis 28:10–15). It 
was through a dream—a dream of a ladder spanning 
the great expanse between holy God high above and 
sinful man on earth—that the channel of blessing was 
opened as angels ascended and descended between 
heaven and earth. It was in Bethel, very near the place 
Abraham had once called on the name of the Lord 
(Genesis 12:7–8), that God showed Himself to Jacob. 

In this passage we not only see God confirming 
the Abrahamic Covenant, but we also see Him reveal-
ing and confirming His wonderful plan of redemption 
through Jesus Christ. Scripture tells us that Jesus is the 
seed of the woman referred to in Genesis 3:15 and that 

He is the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is 
the ladder—the bridge between heaven and earth. God 
confirms this in John 1:51 when Jesus tells His disci-
ples that they “shall see heaven open, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
Jesus names Himself as the ladder between heaven and 
earth. Jesus is the final fulfillment of the promise. His 
atoning sacrifice is the blessing offered to all mankind 
that bridges the immense gap between God and man!

Just as this truth was revealed to Jacob that night 
long ago, so it is to us through God’s holy, infallible 
Word. Just as Jacob awoke from that dream with a 
fear of God and a resolution to follow Him, so can 
our hearts be changed today by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ as our Savior. 

APOLOGETICS BACKGROUND
Our culture today is faced with many difficult 

issues. One of those is the belief of many that they 
have the right to end the life of their unborn baby. This 
account of Jacob and Esau will clarify for the Christian 
what God has ordained by His example in His Word. 
God confirms His sovereignty over conception in this 
account. God heard the prayer of Isaac, and Rebekah 
became pregnant (Genesis 25:21–26). God also makes 
it very clear that He knew the sons—Jacob and Esau—
long before they were born and already had a plan for 
each of them. 

We know that God forms the inward parts of each 
of us in our mother’s womb. No one’s frame is hidden 
from Him; He sees us while we are yet unformed (Psalm 
139:13–16). Our lives are fully known to God before, 
during, and after our journey on the earth. Yet so many 
disregard God’s Word when this subject is approached. 

We are faced with this moral and biblical dilemma 
today because sinful man imagines himself the master 



Year 1 • Quarter 4 • Junior High Lesson 2 • 3 of 12
Answers Bible Curriculum • Copyright © 2012 Answers in Genesis • All rights reserved.

of his fate and has eliminated the biblical God—Cre-
ator and Sustainer of the universe. To those who do not 
believe in God, unborn children are not image-bearers 
belonging to Him, but are simply stages of evolution-
ary development. The “fetus” is of no value and can be 
destroyed—killed—before birth. 

This account of Jacob and Esau reminds us that 
God declares Himself the maker, and taker, of life. Man 
has been created in the image of God, and man will 
answer to God for every life taken (See Genesis 1:26, 
4:10, 9:5–6; Exodus 21:23–25; Numbers 35:30; Job 
12:10, 34:14–22; Isaiah 42:5; Acts 17:25).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Genesis 25 tells us of the birth of Jacob and Esau. 

While still pregnant, Rebekah inquired of the Lord 
about the struggle inside her, and He told her that she 
would bear twins, and that “the older shall serve the 
younger” (Genesis 25:23). When the time came, Esau 
was born before Jacob, earning Esau the birthright as 
the oldest son. However, according to God’s Word 
Esau would serve Jacob.

We know the birthright of the fi rstborn came with 
many privileges, including receiving a double portion 
of the father’s inheritance (Deuteronomy 21:15–17) 
and inheriting any judicial authority held by the father 
(2 Chronicles 21:1–3). In addition, the fi rstborn gen-
erally received the father’s blessing, which gave him 
leadership in the family and placed him in a close and 
favored covenant relationship with God. This is what 
God promised to Jacob.

In spite of God’s promise (Genesis 25:23), Rebekah 
and Jacob felt the need to take things into their own 
hands through manipulation and deceit. We fi rst 

encounter Jacob demanding that Esau sell his birthright 
for a pot of stew at a time when Esau was especially 
hungry and weak (Genesis 25:29–34). Next, we see 
Jacob’s mother Rebekah conniving to ensure that Jacob 
would receive Isaac’s blessing—the blessing that cul-
turally should have fallen on Esau’s head (Genesis 27). 
She did this by partnering with Jacob to deceive Isaac 
into believing that he was Esau, and Isaac mistakenly 
blessed the younger son. And once the blessing was 
given, it was irrevocable (Genesis 27:33–37).

Jacob would now become the head of the family 
(Genesis 27:29)—the leadership position was not to 
be Esau’s. The Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1–3), 
including the line of the promised Messiah, would 
come through Isaac (Genesis 26:2–5) and then through 
Jacob (Genesis 28:10–17), just as God had revealed.

For more information on this topic, see the Online 
Resource Page.

BEFORE THE THRONE

BEFORE THE THRONE

Lord, sometimes I worry, demonstrating that I 
don’t fully trust you to do all that you have prom-
ised; please forgive me and strengthen my faith 
by your Word. Let me bring your Word clearly to 
the students this week. May we learn together to 
confi dently trust you and your Word for the days 
ahead, which seem uncertain to us but are fully 
known to you. Please give me discernment both 
in studying your Word and in ministering to the 
students entrusted to me. Direct me by your Spirit 
to faithfully represent Jesus to them. 

 ➤ Pace your lesson! You can use the provided clocks to indicate the time each section should be 
completed to keep the lesson on schedule. While teaching, you can compare your 

anticipated times with the actual time and shorten or drop sections as necessary. 10:30
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STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
READ THE WORD

Let’s read Genesis 25:19–28 together. Have someone read the passage aloud.

EXAMINE THE WORD
Observe the Text

 ü How long had Isaac and Rebekah been waiting for children? Twenty years, 
since Isaac was 40 when they were married (v. 20) and 60 when the sons were born (v. 26).

 ü What did Isaac ask of God? He pleaded with God to allow Rebekah to have children.

 ü How did God respond? God granted the plea and Rebekah conceived.

Very good. We know that Isaac was promised children, but he didn’t have 
any yet. So this tells us that he went to the Lord and prayed that his wife 
Rebekah would get pregnant. And God answered that prayer.

 ü What do you think was happening to Rebekah in verse 22. She was not feeling 
well. She felt as though the children were struggling in her womb—maybe kicking. She, too, went 
to the Lord in prayer.

 ü How did Rebekah respond to the struggle she felt in her womb? She inquired 
of the Lord to know why this was the situation.

 ü How did God respond? He told her that the struggle was present because the two siblings 
would be in confl ict in the future. God also told her that the older will serve the younger.

 ➤ Write on the 
board, “What is 
the connection 
between Jesus and 
Jacob?” 

 ➤ Students will 
use bookmarks to 
mark Genesis 25:19 
and 28:10 in their 
Bibles.

Genesis 25:19–28

 ➤ Students 
should turn to page 
15 in their Student 
Guides.

Review
Last week we looked into the account of 
Isaac and Rebekah’s marriage. We focused 
on the sovereign hand of God in the 
account of their union.

ü Who can recall some of the ways God’s 
control in the aff airs of man was displayed 
in that section of Scripture? Abraham told Eliezer 
that God would send an angel before him; Eliezer prayed 
a specifi c prayer to know whom God had appointed as 
a wife for Isaac; Rebekah met the exact demands of his 
prayer; she was of Abraham’s family; her brother and 
father recognized the Lord’s hand in the events; Rebekah 
accepted the off er; Isaac accepted her as his wife.

God’s sovereignty is obvious as we look back 
on those events and how God directed them 
in order to fulfi ll the promise He had given to 
Abraham—that Isaac would be the one to 
carry on the promise of the seed. Th is should 
give us great comfort knowing that the same 
Lord is causing all of the events of our lives to 
work together for good (Romans 8:28–29).

Today we are going to continue looking at 
how God faithfully fulfi lled 
His promises to Isaac and 
Jacob.
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 ü How did each of the boys get his name? Esau was like a hairy garment, so he was 
named “hairy” in a play on the Hebrew words. Jacob was named for grabbing at his brother’s heel. 
His name can be translated as “one who grabs the heel.”

 ü In the cultural context, which of these twins should have the right to 
succeed his father and claim the household? Esau as the firstborn.

 ü Which brother would serve the other? Based on the words form God, Esau would 
serve Jacob.

 ü What does this passage tell us about God? God knows the children in the womb and 
what each is destined to do.

Instead of the older son taking over the family when the father dies, God 
clearly said the older son, Esau, would serve the younger son, Jacob. So, 
God’s promise now continued—it started with Abraham, passed through 
Isaac, and now went to one of Isaac’s sons—Jacob.

I need a few helpers. Choose three helpers. One of you go up to the timeline 
and tell us what happened in 1921 BC. God called Abraham and promised to bless all 

nations through him. Now stand in front of the board. You represent Abraham. 
Place student in front of the board. Write the date “1921 BC” on the board above his head. 

Now I’d like the next person to look at the timeline and tell us what 
happened in 1896 BC. Isaac was born a year after Abraham received a covenant from God. 

Stand in front of the board. You represent Isaac. He was born 25 years 
after the promise was first given to Abraham. Write “25 years later” on the board 
above “Isaac’s” head.

 ü And finally, can our last volunteer tell us what happened in 1836 BC? Jacob 

and Esau were born to Isaac and Rebekah. Stand in front of the board. You represent 
Jacob. Write “60 years later” on the board above “Jacob’s” head. Thank the student helpers and 
dismiss them back to their seats.

God is faithful to keep His promises—even when it seems like a very long 
time to us. It was 25 years before Abraham was blessed with his son Isaac, 
and another 60 years after God promised Isaac a son that Jacob was born.

Discover the Truth
Throughout Scripture, the rivalry and destinies of Jacob and Esau are used 
as a picture of blessing and cursing. This reality was known by God before 
the life of the twins had played out—and even before their birth.

 ü What two attributes of God are demonstrated by this example? Sovereignty 
and omniscience; God knows everything perfectly—past, present, and future—and He is in control 
of those events.

God revealed to Rebekah that her sons would both become nations, but 
that the younger, Jacob, would rule over the older, Esau. This was a 
promise made to Rebekah and one that she could 
count on because of another of God’s attributes—His 
faithfulness.

Sovereign 
Omniscient

Faithful
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ACTIVITY–ADULT

A Quick Overview
MATERIALS

  Student Guides

  Pencils

INSTRUCTIONS

You will be giving a very brief overview of the events 
from the birth of Jacob and Esau to their eventual 
reunion. Make sure you have read over the account 
in chapters 25 through 33. 

Th ere is a lot of detail in the account of 
the rest of Isaac’s life and in Jacob and 
Esau’s lives. We are not going to spend 
much time with each of them individually. 
Next week we will be moving on to 
Jacob’s son Joseph, so we are going to get 
a quick overview of the events leading up 
to Joseph’s birth. Th en we will look more 
closely at one event in Jacob’s life that has 
a direct connection to Jesus.

As we go through these passages in 
your Student Guide, I am going to give 
some general information for each of 
the sections listed. I’ll give you a short 
summary statement to write in for each 
passage.

A lot of you may be fairly familiar with 
each part of this history, and I would 
encourage you to spend some time over 
the next week reading over this section 
with your family. As you read through the recaps 
below, have the students write down the words in 
quotes as summary statements for each section.

Genesis 25:19–28 As we just studied, this 
section talks about the birth of Esau and 
Jacob. You can write “Jacob is promised the 
birthright.” Allow time for the students to write 
down the information.

Genesis 25:29–34 Jacob took advantage 
of Esau’s hunger and bought the birthright. 
You can write “Esau sells his birthright for a 
bowl of soup.”

Genesis 26:1–5 God appeared to Isaac and 
reaffi  rmed the covenant using the same 
language given to Abraham. Write “God 
reaffi  rms the covenant.”

Genesis 26:6–35 “God blesses Isaac in 
Canaan” is the title for this section. Isaac 
acquired much wealth while Esau married 
two Canaanite wives to the displeasure of 
Isaac and Rebekah.

Genesis 27:1–45 For this section, you can 
write “Rebekah and Jacob steal the blessing 
from Esau.” Rebekah and Jacob prepared 
an elaborate hoax to deceive the aged and 
blind Isaac. Jacob placed goat skins on his 
hands and neck and then lied to Isaac. 
Isaac blessed him with the blessing he 
thought he was giving to Esau, including 
that his mother’s sons would bow down 
to him (vv. 27–29). Esau returned  from 
hunting to fi nd the blessing had been 
stolen; he had already sold his birthright. 
Isaac off ered a blessing on Esau that 
included him serving his younger brother 
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(vv. 39–40). Esau hated Jacob and vowed 
to kill him, so Rebekah told Jacob to go to 
her brother Laban in Haran.

Genesis 27:46–28:9 Rebekah feared 
that Jacob would be murdered, so she 
manipulated Isaac into sending Jacob 
to Laban to take a wife. The title for this 
section is “Isaac sends Jacob to Laban to 
take a wife.” Isaac blessed Jacob again and 
passed the promises given to Abraham on 
to Jacob. So Jacob left Beersheba for Haran 
(Padan Aram). Meanwhile, Esau took a 
wife from Ishmael’s daughters to win the 
pleasure of his parents.

Genesis 29:1–31:55 “Jacob marries his 
cousins, Leah and Rachel” is the title for 
this section. Jacob had children with both 
Leah and Rachel, and their maids. He 
returned as a very wealthy and prosperous 
man to Canaan after fourteen years in 
Haran after a tussle with Laban over some 
idols that Rachel had stolen.

Genesis 32:1–31 As he approached 
Canaan, Jacob sent ambassadors to Esau, 
who was coming to meet him along with 
four hundred men! The night before he 
met Esau, he wrestled with God. “Jacob 
wrestles with God and God changes his 
name to Israel” is the title for this section.

Genesis 33:1–20 After his encounter with 
God, Jacob met Esau and, after a tense 
moment, the brothers were reunited. “Esau 

receives Jacob” is the title for this section. 
Jacob settled in Bethel with his four wives 
and eleven sons.

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH

How is that for a quick summary of fifteen 
years? I do hope you take time to read over 
all of that this week to fill in the details.

Let’s look back and make one point about 
how all of these events unfolded and what 
it shows us about God’s character.

 ü When did God promise that Esau would 
serve Jacob? Before they were born.

 ü Is God faithful to His promises? Yes.

 ü Did Jacob and Rebekah sin by lying to Isaac 
to receive the blessing? Yes.

 ü Could God have given the blessing to Jacob 
without their interference? Yes.

It is important for us to remember that 
God is independent of mankind. He can 
and will accomplish what He says He will 
without us intervening—especially in sinful 
ways. Rebekah may have thought that she 
had to act in order to ensure Jacob’s 
blessing, but she lost sight of God’s 
faithfulness. This led her to sin and to a real 
mess. But notice that God can and does 
use even the sinful acts of people to fulfill 
His will. God kept His promise to Jacob, 
demonstrating His 
consistent character.
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READ THE WORD
Now that we have been through a big overview, let’s step back to a spot 
we skipped over in Genesis 28. While Jacob was fleeing from Beersheba to 
Haran, he spent one night in a field. Let’s read Genesis 28:10–22 together 
to see what happened there. Have someone read the passage aloud.

EXAMINE THE WORD
Observe the Text

 ü What happened as Jacob slept? He received a dream from God.

 ü What did Jacob see in the dream? He saw a ladder stretching from earth up to heaven 
with angels moving up and down.

 ü Where was the top of the ladder? It reached to heaven. 

 ü Who stood at the top of the ladder? The Lord.

 ü How did God introduce Himself? The Lord God of Abraham and Isaac.

 ü What promises did God make to Jacob? He would give Jacob and his descendants the 
land of Canaan; his descendants would be numerous as the dust; his descendants would be spread 
widely; in Jacob and his seed all the nations would be blessed; God would keep him and bless him 
wherever he went; God would return Jacob to the land of Canaan; God would keep His promise.

 ü Where have we heard this before? The same promise was given to Abraham and to Isaac.

 ü When Jacob awoke, how did he respond to his dream? He made an altar and 
anointed it with oil and then vowed to serve God.

 ü What did Jacob call that place? Bethel.

 ü What does Bethel mean (v. 22)? House of God.

 ü What connection does John 1:49–51 have with this passage? Have someone 
read the passage. Jesus says to His newly appointed disciples that they would see heaven open and 
the angels ascending and descending upon Himself. Jesus puts Himself in the place of the ladder as 
He would be the mediator between God and man.

Discover the Truth

 ü So the ladder connected two places. Which two places did the ladder 
connect? Heaven and earth. 

Yes. God is in heaven while people like us are on earth. Draw a cloud at a high 
point on the board to represent God. Draw a stick figure man at the bottom of the board. 

Without a ladder there is no way to get between the two places. But, 
in Jacob’s dream, God’s angels were going up and down on the ladder 
between heaven and earth. The Bible tells us that when Jacob awoke he 
was afraid. He was afraid of God.

 ü Should people be afraid of God? Yes. 

 ü Do you know why we should fear God? Allow the students to answer for a moment. 

Some may think it is odd to say we should fear God. You’ll need to explain this concept. 

Genesis 28:10–22

 ➤ Old Testament 
passages are often 
connected to New 
Testament passages.

John 1:49–51
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Some people don’t think we need to fear God. But we do. God is holy, but 
man is sinful. Our sin separates us from our Creator. And because God is 
holy, He has to punish sin. 

Jacob’s dream helps us picture mankind’s problem. Our loving Creator 
God is in heaven far, far above us. The gap between heaven and earth is 
huge. We want to be with God because He is all that is good—but we 
can’t because, like in the dream, we are far below.

Jacob knew that he was sinful. He was a liar who did not honor God as he 
should have. Jacob knew that he was not worthy of God’s presence. We 
are also sinful. You remember times that you have lied or disobeyed your 
parents. That is sin against God.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve used to walk and talk with God. There 
was no barrier between them. It was very good. Refer to the Seven C’s Timeline. 

But when our ancestor Adam sinned, everything changed. He and Eve had 
to leave the Garden. Point to Corruption on the Seven C’s Timeline.

Every single person since Adam, except one, has been born sinful. 

 ü Who is that one person who never sinned? Jesus Christ. 

That’s right. And because of our sin there is a great gap between God and us.

 ü What did Jacob see in his dream that was between heaven and earth? A 
ladder. Draw a ladder on the board between the cloud and the man.

 ü Someone read verse 13 again. Tell me, who was speaking to Jacob? Who 
was it that stood at the top of that ladder? The Lord. 

That’s right. Do you see it? There was a ladder between the Lord in heaven 
and man on earth. And even though Jacob knew he was a sinner and feared 
God, this dream from God gave him hope. This dream promised him the 
blessings that the Lord had for him. This dream filled him with wonder.

Someone read Genesis 28:16 and tell me what Jacob said when he woke 
up from this amazing dream. “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.”

God blessed Jacob with this dream. And God has blessed us with 
something very much like it. You see, because we are sinners, we need a 
go-between like that too—something or someone who will bring God’s 
blessings to us.

 ü Does anyone know what God has done for us? Who is our go-between? 
Jesus Christ. 

That’s right, Jesus, God’s Son. Jesus is our ladder—connecting heaven and 
earth. He is the one who brings God’s blessings to us.

We, like Jacob, are separated from God; but God has provided Jesus Christ 
as the go-between. He is the only one born without sin and who lived a 
sinless life. Point to Christ on the Seven C’s Timeline.

Genesis 28:16
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We deserve God’s punishment for our own lies and other sins. Because 
God is holy, He hates our sin. The punishment for sin—any sin—is hell. 
But you see, God sent a go-between—Jesus. Point to Christ and Cross on the Seven 
C’s Timeline and then add a horizontal line across the ladder on the board to turn it into a cross.

God’s promise to us is this: if we are sorry for our sins, if we trust Jesus for 
forgiveness, if we call on His name only, and if we believe that He died on 
the Cross and rose again, then Jesus will forgive our sins and become our 
“ladder”—the way that God has provided for us to get to heaven one day. 

So, you may wonder what happened to Jacob after all of this. Well, he 
took the stone he used as a pillow and made a special pillar to God. He 
kept following the Lord. And God protected him throughout his journey. 
He found a wife and God blessed him with many children. In fact, by the 
time he returned to Canaan twenty years later, he had twelve sons! 

Giving Jacob these sons was God’s way of keeping His promises. One 
day they would inherit the land of Canaan, and better yet, one day the 
promised Redeemer would come through Jacob’s family.

As Jesus referred back to this dream, an allusion His new disciples would 
surely have recognized, He placed Himself as the ladder. He was pointing to 
His role as the mediator through which God would bless all of the nations. 
The seed that had been promised to Abraham, Isaac, and 
now Jacob is the one that we now place our trust in.

APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WHAT YOU HEARD IN THE WORD

As we think about the account of Isaac and his family, we have to be 
struck by the faithfulness of God in spite of the actions of man. Even 
through Rebekah’s and Jacob’s deception, God kept His promise. Even 
though Jacob was not the firstborn, God granted him the blessings that 
were supposed to pass to Esau.

Jacob did end up trusting in God and his faith sustained him through the 
years he served Laban, knowing that he was destined to return to Canaan. 
God also provided a gracious reunion with Esau, who had wanted to take 
Jacob’s life, in a picture of the forgiveness that we have through Christ. Just 
as Jacob saw God’s intimate control over the events of man, we can trust 
that He is fulfilling that same role today. Most importantly, it is the role of 
Christ as the mediator between sinful man and a holy God that gives us 
hope of a future inheritance.
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GOD’S WORD IN THE REAL WORLD

 ü In this section of Scripture we have covered today, we see a lot of sin and a 
lack of trust demonstrated by the main characters. How does this support 
the truthfulness of what God has given us in Scripture? Rather than glossing over 
the sin in the lives of the heroes of the Bible, as we see in many mythical accounts of leaders and other 
religious writings, the Bible presents the real shortcomings of Jacob and Rebekah as they scheme to 
steal the birthright and lie and deceive to get it—when God had given it to Jacob already. Despite 
their shortcomings, God still showed Himself to be faithful and honored His promises. Despite our 
shortcomings, we can know that God will be faithful to His promises.

 ü In what ways do we act like Jacob and Rebekah to bring about what God 
has already promised? Just like Jacob and Rebekah, we often think God’s timing is not the 
best and we try to manipulate situations to produce the outcomes we want. Learning to trust in 
God’s timing to fulfi ll His promises is an important part of the Christian life.

 ü What is the line between the responsibility of man to act and trusting in 
God to fulfi ll His promises? We can’t sin to bring about God’s promises for us. That was 
the mistake of Jacob and Rebekah and the sin was compounded by more sin as Esau wanted to 
kill Jacob. We know that God doesn’t need man to make Him complete, or to accomplish His will, 
but we also know that He chooses to use people to accomplish His plans. So we can live confi dently 
and obediently.

 ü We have talked about the fallen condition of man and how that led to a 
broken relationship between God and man. What are the results of sin 
in this section of Scripture? Sin led to broken relationships at multiple levels within the 
extended family of Isaac.

 ü God revealed to Jacob through the vision of the ladder that He is 
intimately involved in the aff airs of man. Today, we know that Jesus, 
working through the Holy Spirit in each believer, is our mediator. What 
assurance or comfort do you fi nd in this understanding? God’s sovereignty and 
provision of a way for us to relate to Him should give us great assurance. Knowing that God has 
provided a way for us to be reconciled to Himself through Christ should 
cause us to praise Him, and knowing that Christ is active in our lives should 
give us a sense of empowerment to accomplish what God has called us to.

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE

Genesis 50:19–20 Joseph said to them, “Do not 
be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for 
you, you meant evil against me; but God meant 
it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this 
day, to save many people alive.”

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

GROUP PRAYER TIME

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Th ank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit’s 
work in believers.

• Praise God for His guiding hand that controls 
everything.
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